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SUBJECT: CANADIAN WHEAT SITUATION 

PASS AGRICULTURE EOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY BELL 

REE: (A) OTTAWA 2675: (B) OTTAWA 2764: (C) BELL/JEAN TELCON 

1 . ONLY SYSTEMATIC ESTIMATE AVAILABLE TO DATE OF WHEAT PRO- 
DUCTION IN THE WHEAT BOARD AREA WAS DONE BY UNITED GRAIN 
GROWERS. THEIR ESTIMATE OF 511 MILLION BUSHELS BELIEVED 
CONSERVATIVE BY POST BASED ON CONTINUING REPORTS OP WIDE- 
SPREAD GOOD TO EXCELLENT GROWING CONDITIONS. SOME AREAS 

ARE GETTING DRY, RECENT PRESS REPORTS PLAY UP THE DETERIORATION 
OF CROP IN SASKATCHEWAN, HOWEVER, STILL TOO EARLY TO 
TERM CROP FAILURE. YELDS IN SASKATCHEWAN ARE NOW PREDICTED 
TO BE AVERAGE RATHER THAN ABOVE AVERAGE. 

2. POST ESTIMATES 1975 PRARIE SPRING WHEAT PRODUCTION AT 
580 MILLION BUSHELS. ONTARIO WINTER WHEAT PRODUCTION OF 
ABOUT 20.5 MILLION BUSHELS BRINGS TOTAL CANADA WHEAT PRODUC- 
TION FORECAST TO ABOUT 600 MILLION BUSHELS. 

3. SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION BALANCES: 
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1974-75 1975-76 
1,000 METRIC TONS 

PRODUCTION 14,221 16,340 

BEGINNING STOCKS 10,497 8,365 

EXPORTS INCL. FLOUR 1 1 ,000 1 1 ,335 


FOOD 

1,863 

1,870 


FEED 

2,390 

2,300 


SEED WASTE, ETC 

1,100 

1,000 

ENDING STOCKS 

8,365 

8,200 


STATISTICS CANADA WILL ISSUE ITS FIRST ESTIMATES OF AREA 
AND PRODUCTION ON AUGUST 29, 1975. 

4. SALES OF WHEAT TO THE USSR AND CUBA WERE REPORTED 
IN REFTELS A AND B. THESE SALES WERE FOR TWO MILLION 
LONG TONS OF CWRS 1 AND 2 (74.6 MILLION BUSHELS) AND FOR 
ONE MILLION LONG TONS OF DURUM (37.3 MILLION BUSHELS). 

PART OF THE FIRST SALE WILL GO TO CUBA EITHER AS WHEAT OR 
FLOUR. 

5. ON BASIS OF ELEVEN YEAR SERIES RUNNING FROM 1963/64 THE 
AVERAGE ANNUAL EXPORTS OF WHEAT AND WHEAT EQUIVALENT OF 
FLOUR (EXCL. DURUM) TO THE USSR AND CUBA WERE 95.5 
MILLION BUSHELS. ASSUMING A GOOD QUALITY HARVEST THIS YEAR, 

OR ALTERNATIVELY A WILLINGNESS BY THE USSR TO BUY SOME 
LOWER QUALITY OLD CROP WHEAT, CANADA COULD SELL ANOTHER 
MILLION TONS THIS YEAR. HOWEVER, HEAVY FOOD AID COMMITMENTS 
AND SERVICING OF USUAL COMMERCIAL CUSTOMERS AS WELL AS EMERGING 
RELUCTANCE OF FARMERS TO RUN STOCKS DOWN AND ENDEMIC TRANSPORT- 
ATION PROBLEMS WILL LIKELY LIMIT FURTHER WHEAT SALES TO THE 

USSR. 

6. SOVIET PURCHASE OF ONE MILLION LONG TONS OF DURUM (37.3 
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MILLION BUSHELS) REF B FAR EXCEEDS ELEVEN YEAR AVERAGE OF 
5.8 MILLION BUSHELS (INCLUDING CUBA) OF CANADIAN ORIGIN. 

EXPORTS TOTALED 19 MILLION BUSHELS IN 1971-72 AND 15.7 MILLION 
BUSHELS IN 1972-73. 

JOHNSON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: WHEAT, AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, DATA, SALES, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 25 JUL 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975OTTAWA02797 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750258-0890 
From: OTTAWA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9750721 /aaaaaszb.tel 

Line Count: 112 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AGR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 OTTAWA 2675, 75 OTTAWA 2764 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 JAN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 JAN 2003 by ThomasVJ>; APPROVED <15 MAR 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CANADIAN WHEAT SITUATION PASS AGRICULTURE FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY BELL 
TAGS: EAGR, CA, CU, UR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



